
 

 
Built for $11,000 on 5 acres of land donated to the 

school district by a local irrigation company, the 
original Lewiston Orchards School was opened in 
1912 and expanded in 1926 for $21,000 as part of 

the construction program that built the present 
Lewiston High School.  The Orchards School 

design differed from other grade schools in the 
district, with large foyers or hallways between 

classrooms on each floor of the building.  
Eventually, the building had three stories, with the 

attic area converted into a kitchen and cafeteria.  
The school included a junior high school (grades 7 

and 8) until World War II. The grounds were 
landscaped by Walter Thornber, a horticulturist 

who later operated a nursery on the corner of 
5th Street and Bryden Avenue.  
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faculty, September 1939, dressed for the Lewiston Roundup. 
(fourth from left: Lillian McSorley, principal) 
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In 1956 a new school 
replaced the old 
building, which 
continued to be used 
for a few years until it 
was finally demolished 
and the trees were 
removed. 

Aerial view showing the junction of 12th Street, Burrell 
Avenue and Thain Road.  The present school is located in 
the ball field. 
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